World's Debt to Pasteur H Koprowski & S A Plotkin (ed) pp 342 £30 ISBN 0-8451-2002 -6 New York: Alan Liss 1985 Where else can one read about Pasteur as a portrait painter. with 5 illustrations of his work between 1836 and 1839, and learn that in 1863 he accepted a teaching position at the~cole des Beaux Arts in Paris? This book also has chapters on infections of silkworms and other insects, wine-making and the 'origin of life'.
We are reminded of Pasteur's demonstration of the effectiveness of his attenuated anthrax vaccine, and can marvel at the almost 'all or none effect' he achieved in his early experiments. Much of the second half of the book discusses various aspects of rabies vaccination in an up-to-date manner, and there are two additional unrelated chapters, one on membrane-bound receptors and one on the design of new vaccines particularly against poliovirus. Pasteur's courage in starting the immunization of Joseph Meister on 6 July 1885cannot be denied, and the introduction of rabies vaccination broadened the field of human immunotherapy that had been limited to anti-smallpox vaccination since the introduction of vaccinia by Jenner 90 years before. We must, however, remember that Pasteur selected his cases for the use of his new therapy. Therefore, it is interesting to learn that a more controlled trial of the post-exposure protective ability of brain tissue vaccines performed in 1953 on patients with wounds from rabid dogs showed that post-exposure treatment of severely exposed individuals with vaccine alone conferred insignificant protection! J L TURK It is remarkable that anyone can write a 500-page, comprehensive text, refreshing it with two new editions in eleven years, and still write in the conclusion to his preface: 'It has been great fun ... '! This must surely testify to the dedication of the author to his subject.
The material covered is indeed comprehensive, and on his own ground -which is clearly cardiology and the interpretation of the ECG -it is a tremendous source of information. It is for this especially that I welcome it to my bookshelf.
On the other hand, the author has taken too much upon himself when he ventures into the less clinical fields of exercise physiology. He has not found a sounding board on whom to tryout his ideas and interpretations of the literature. As a result, this part of the book is less successful; there are some errors which any exercise scientist would spot, and some work is reported which reveals the limitations of the author's knowledge rather than the present state of knowledge. To take a single example, it is not the consensus view that insulin levels are higher in trained than in untrained men, either at rest or in exercise. The reverse is undoubtedly the case, notwithstanding the one paper cited here (p 55).
Do such sporadic defects blight the book? Certainly not for those who are primarily interested in the heart. For the sports medicine man, this book will complement Jones and Campbell's Clinical Exercise Physiology, but will not replace it, despite appearing to cover similar ground.
A J WADE

Senior Lecturer in Physiology The London Hospital Medical School
Genetic and Metabolic Disease in Paediatrics J K Lloyd & C R Scriver (eds) pp 323 £45.00 ISBN 0-407-02312-7 Sevenoaks: Butterworths 1985 This book comprises 11 review articles plus a short introductory section by the editors. Two chapters on the structure and function of genes and the human gene map are followed by an account of the various mutations of type I collagen genes which result in the different forms of osteogenesis imperfecta. Three
